
Rio Norte AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)  
Description and Application 2011-2012 

 
AVID, a program dedicated to helping students achieve their goals of going to college, is recruiting all 
eligible students for 7th and 8th grade classes. AVID students are bright but may be underachieving, they 
may be under-served in the college system or they may be future First Generation college students. 
 
What is AVID? 

• AVID is an acronym that stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination. 
• AVID is an in-school academic support program for grades 7-8 at Rio Norte. 
• AVID prepares students for future college eligibility and success. 
• AVID places academically average students in advanced classes and provides support. 
• AVID levels the playing field for all students without a college going tradition at home. 
• AVID is for all students, but targets those in the academic middle with the desire to improve. 
• AVID is implemented school wide and district wide. 
• AVID is not a remedial program or special education program. 
• AVID helps students succeed based on their potential for success when placed in challenging 

classes with academic support. 
 
For more information on the AVID program log on to www.avidonline.org or contact Sharon Ballard, 
AVID Coordinator or Nadia Cotti, AVID Counselor at 661-295-3700. 
 

Application 
Name (print legibly):___________________________________________________________ 
    Last     First  
 
Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 
    Number and Street    City    Zip Code 
 
Phone: ________________________Parent or Guardian Signature:________________________ 
 
 
Students: Please answer the following questions with complete sentences. 

1. What do you like most about school? What do you like least about school? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What about the AVID program appeals to you? What makes you a strong candidate for 
Rio Norte’s AVID program? If you have previously participated in AVID, what did you 
gain from it? 

 
 
 
 
 

3. What are your academic goals for the future? 
 
 
 
 



 
4. Why do you believe college to be important? Will you be the first member of your family 

to go to college? If so, how does that make you feel? 
 
 
 
 

5. How often are you absent or tardy to class? Explain. 
 
 
 
 

6. List your main extracurricular, community, and family activities or hobbies. Also list any 
awards or accomplishments you have achieved. 

 
 
 
 

7. Describe a past conflict with another student or staff member. How was it resolved? 
 
 
 
 

8. Please circle your parent’s or guardian’s highest educational level.  
a. Did not graduate high school 
b. Graduated high school 
c. Completed some college 
d. Graduated college (bachelor’s degree) 
e. Post graduate  

 
 

9. Please indicate your ethnic background. 
a. African American    f.  Hispanic/Latino 
b. American Indian/ Alaska Native  g. White/non-Hispanic 
c. Asian      h. Other 
d. Pacific Islander 
e. Filipino 

 
10. Do you speak other languages at home? If so what other languages do you speak? 

 
 
 
 
Complete this form and turn in to the counseling office by: Friday, Oct. 28, 2011 
 
 
 
 
 


